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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . . . lord, that his pale meagreness cannot blush at such a speech as this! In his speech
at the censure of Bastwick, Burton, and Pryn, he observes: This is the misery, tis superstition nowadays for any
man to come with more reverence into a church than a tinker and his bitch come into an ale-house. The
comparison, he adds, is too homely, but my just indignation at the profaneness of the times makes me speak it.
If we turn from the style to the substance, and try to ascertain what Lauds real opinions were on the subjects on
which his mind was most exercised, it will be very difficult for any fair critic to speak with contempt of him. The
two great subjects on which he thought were religion and politics, which indeed in his age were only two sides
of the same subject. His position in regard to each has, we think, been much misunderstood. How he came to
receive the worship of the High Churchmen of our own day, except by the accident of his execution, it is hard to
understand. The great characteristic of the Oxford movement was the height to which those who belonged to it
carried the ascetic, devotional, unworldly side of religion. They surrounded themselves with an atmosphere of
mystery and symbolism. They had a leaning to what the rest of the world described as superstition, and, in
general, appeared to find a positive pleasure in believing as much as they...
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