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how modes of poetic thinking delimit the questions of unity and diversity that continue to animate
contemporary political theory. Panagia not only illuminates the structure of much contemporary political
theory but also shows why understanding the poetics of political thinking is vital to contemporary society.
Drawing on Gilles Deleuze's critique of negation and his privileging of paradox as the source of political
thought, Panagia suggests that a non-teleological concept of difference might generate insight into pressing
questions about foreignness and citizenship. Turning to the liberal/poststructural debate that dominates
contemporary political theory, he compares John Rawls's concept of justice to Ranciere's ideas about political
disagreement in order to demonstrate how, despite their differences, both thinkers comprehend aesthetic and
moral reasoning as part and parcel of political writing. Considering the writings of William Hazlitt and Jurgen
Habermas, he describes how the essay has become the exemplary genre of what is considered rational political
argument. "The Poetics of Political Thinking" is a compelling reappraisal of the role of representation within
political thought.
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