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publication of this manual of practical testing is not an attempt to offer a substitute for the many valuable
standard works on chemical analysis which are already in existence. The needs of the analytical chemist are
well supplied. He has access to a whole library of well-written and well-authenticated text books on every
department of chemical knowledge, and it would be mere presumption to offer any substitute for the
recognised standard works of reference. There exists, however, a want which this volume is designed to meet.
The general users and merchants of chemicals and drysalteries are not, as a rule, versed in chemical analysis,
nor are the exigencies of their business such as to demand the inclusion of a trained chemist among the
members of their staff; but there are many occasions when, in buying articles of a chemical nature, it would
often be very helpful - and very profitable - to be able to form an opinion as to the relative values of, say, half a
dozen samples of the same class of material. For instance, a certain large manufacturer had for many years
been purchasing the lubricating oil used in his very extensive works upon the guidance of a rough and ready
test - hefilled a jar with the oil, and ascertained the specific gravity by means of an antiquated hydrometer. The
denser the oil, the higher it rose in his estimation, and he placed...
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